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End-to-end value chain on show at Rittal Innovation Center

A “hands-on” display of Control and
Switchgear Manufacturing 4.0: Grand
opening of the Rittal Innovation Center

To display innovations, to make them tangible and to
develop them further — that is the aim of the new
Rittal Innovation Center in Haiger. The centre
provides a very special insight into the value chains
of control and switchgear manufacturing. In the
1,200-m2 building, the enclosure and system provider
is emulating an actual manufacturing operation. It is
a place that brings together customers and develop-
ers from Rittal and Eplan, giving them the opportu-
nity to discuss all process steps directly at stations
that are outfitted with machinery and tools, based on
specific everyday situations. They can then develop
solutions ranging from engineering, material
delivery, component preparation and processing and
right through to the finished product.

Haiger, 19 August 2016 — To boost productivity, to
consistently innovate and thus manufacture and deliver
even faster: The challenges in control and switchgear
manufacturing are significant, just like those in mechani-
cal engineering. Further gains in productivity can only be
achieved through consistent standardisation and
optimising entire value chains, as well as through data
consistency. But the challenges presented by each
manufacturing operation are as individual as the
companies themselves. In order to offer a solution for
customers, Rittal and its sister companies Eplan and
Cideon, have now established a completely new
Innovation Center in Haiger, central Hesse. At the Rittal
Innovation Center, customers, developers and salespeo-
ple from Rittal and Eplan will be able to experience and
understand — at first hand — solutions for increasing the
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efficiency of the entire value chain, or to analyse,
experiment, and development new ideas.

“We do not want to just show and explain innovations to
our customers at the Innovation Center. On the contrary,
we will be developing solutions together with them and
continuing to adapt our products to the demands of the
market”, explained Jan-Henry Schall, Head of the Rittal
Innovation Center. The Innovation Center reflects the
value chain in control and switchgear manufacturing, with
machinery, data and products: “In addition to providing
training sessions for customer groups, we will also be
teaching those staff who have contact to our customers,
so that they can become familiar with their problems.
“Developers can meddle around on the machines and
equipment directly, come up with new ideas and try them
out.” The Innovation Center forms part of a completely
new training concept based on making Industry 4.0 (the
Internet of Things) in control and switchgear manufactur-
ing understandable in a “hands-on” way, Mr. Schall
added.

Specifically, at the Rittal Innovation Center, this means
running through every single process step, from engi-
neering and system technology to system configuration,
including the automation of manufacturing. The focus is
on the virtual prototype of an enclosure (“the digital twin™)
as a unifying element.

In the “Engineering” area Rittal, Eplan and Cideon show
how plant constructors can speed up their engineering
planning processes using intelligent tools. There are also
demonstrations of how you can increase efficiency for
instance by using device data from the Eplan Data Portal
and through engineering solutions such as Eplan Electric
P8, Eplan Pro Panel, Rittal Therm, and Rittal Power
Engineering, as well as the latest product configurators.
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In the “System” section, Rittal is providing realistic views
of the advantages of “Rittal — The System”. Prospective
savings and major benefits of the Rittal components,
starting from enclosure and housing systems, power
distribution systems and through to climate control
solutions, are explained by using real applications.

In the “Automation” area, the highly efficient solutions
from Rittal Automation Systems that support manufactur-
ing and the automation of the workshop can be experi-
enced. They range from handling tools for streamlined
processes, beginning at incoming goods, via mechanical
processing systems such as machining and 3D laser
centres; or automatic terminal block assembly, through to
intelligent data-assisted wiring aids.

“Together with our partners, customers and suppliers, we
are looking for permanent solutions at the Rittal Innova-
tion Center in Haiger in order to streamline value chains
in control and switchgear manufacturing,” added Jan-
Henry Schall, summarising the project at the new
Innovation Center: “It's not just concerned with classical
analyses of processes that are absolutely essential and
with a firm basis in theory, but it's all about a living
innovation process in terms of Industry 4.0.”
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Fri162018300.jpg: New perspectives: Rittal and its sister companies
Eplan and Cideon have established a completely new Innovation
Center in Haiger, central Hesse. At the Rittal Innovation Center,
customers, developers and salespeople from Rittal and Eplan will be
able to experience and understand — at first hand — solutions for
increasing the efficiency of the entire value chain, or to analyse,
experiment, and development new ideas.
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Fri162018400.jpg: Dialogue: The Innovation Center forms part of a
completely new training concept based on making Industry 4.0 (the
Internet of Things) in control and switchgear manufacturing
understandable in a “hands-on” way, explains Jan-Henry Schall,
Head of the Rittal Innovation Center.

May be reproduced free of charge. Please name Rittal GmbH & Co.
KG as the source.
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Rittal, headquartered in Herborn, Germany, is a leading global
provider of solutions for industrial enclosures, power distribution,
climate control and IT infrastructure, as well as software and services.
Systems made by Rittal are deployed across a variety of industrial
and IT applications, including vertical sectors such as the transport
industry, power generation, mechanical and plant engineering, IT and
telecommunications. Rittal is active worldwide with 10,000 employees
and 58 subsidiaries.

Its broad product range includes infrastructure solutions for modular
and energy-efficient data centres with innovative concepts for the
security of physical data and systems. Leading software providers
Eplan and Cideon complement the value chain, providing interdisci-
plinary engineering solutions, while Kiesling Maschinentechnik offers
automation systems for switchgear construction.

Founded in Herborn in 1961 and still run by its owner, Rittal is the
largest company in the Friedhelm Loh Group. The Friedhelm Loh
Group operates worldwide with 18 production sites and 78 interna-
tional subsidiaries. The entire group employs more than 11,500
people and generated revenues of around €2.2 billion in 2015. In
2016, it was named one of Germany’s leading employers by the Top
Employers Institute, for the eighth year running. Within the scope of a
Germany-wide survey, Focus Money magazine identified the
Friedhelm Loh Group as one of the nation’s best providers of
vocational training.

For more information, visit www.rittal.com and www.friedhelm-loh-
group.com.
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